<\ Corporate
N\7 Express

NEWS RELEASE

Contacts: Corporate Express
Jennifer Williams
+44 (0)121 332 3197
Jennifer.Williams@cexp.co.uk

Enviros Consulting

Renata Keating

+44 (0)161 874 3600
renata.keating@enviros.co.uk

Corporate Express Reduces Packaging and Carbon Emissions
with Launch of New Box Sizes

Birmingham, ENGLAND - 2" July 2008 — Corporate Express Ltd., a wholly owned
subsidiary of Corporate Express NV (Euronext: CXP and NYSE: CXP) and one of the
world’s largest business-to-business suppliers of essential business supplies and services,
announced today that the Company is introducing two new box sizes into its delivery
operations.

In addition to the current small, medium and large boxes and biodegradable jiffy bags for
smaller orders, Corporate Express is adding two corrugated board boxes that are the
same height as the current small and medium boxes, but half of the base size.

As part of the Company’s commitment to reduce its environmental impact, Corporate
Express enlisted the help of Enviros, a specialist environmental consultancy, to review the
carbon footprint of its delivery boxes and the packaging available. The review included the
option of reusable tote boxes, liners and additional smaller cardboard boxes. Following this
review, Corporate Express has decided the best option is to introduce a set of two smaller,
cardboard boxes, with half the base size of the existing boxes.

“Looking at Corporate Express’ distribution model, we suggested the smaller boxes
option,” said Peter Aggett, Technical Director of Enviros. “The benefits of using an
additional two smaller boxes include savings in volume of goods shipped, a reduction in
CO.e emissions and a reduction in corrugated board disposed by customers and the
ability of Corporate Express to use the smaller boxes through all distribution channels.”

“These two new boxes are branded the same as the current boxes, made from 100%
recycled materials and are fully recyclable,” said Don Baston, Logistics Director for
Corporate Express. “The new box sizes help us reduce packaging, without having to cut
boxes and recycle the extra packaging waste. The new sizes also reduce the cube fill of
our delivery vehicles, allowing us to fit more boxes onto each vehicle.”
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The new boxes will be used for orders that are too big to go out in a bag, and too small for
the previous smallest box with the larger base. According to Enviros (based on Corporate
Express’ average usage), Corporate Express expects these new boxes to reduce the
volume of cardboard shipped to our customers by 6,300 m® (148 tonnes) per annum. This
is expected to deliver a reduction in CO.e emissions of 208 tonnes per annum.

The boxes will be made from 100% recycled materials and plastic film will not be used to
seal the contents inside. In addition, Corporate Express has changed the board used in
their other boxes to include 100% recycled material. The board has the same strength in
transit as the old boxes.

For more information about Corporate Express and the Company’s Corporate Social
Responsibility activities or to access the Socially Responsible Purchasing Catalogue, go
online to www.corporateexpress.co.uk.

About Enviros

Enviros Consulting has more than 30 years experience in helping organisations achieve
competitive advantage through improved environmental and social performance. We are
the No. 1 brand in environmental consultancy as voted by clients and industry
professionals in the ENDS consultancy survey 2007. Our vision is to help our clients do
business today and have the world they want tomorrow. As a founding member of the
CAT Alliance with operations in over 50 countries, we have the capability and experience
to advise our clients globally. A full description of our integrated services together with
news and client case studies can be found at www.enviros.com. Enviros Consulting is a
Carillion plc company.

We are certified to ISO9001 and ISO14001 and carefully manage and reduce our carbon
emissions.

About Corporate Express

Corporate Express provides customers with a single source of business products and
services, so that they can focus their resources, energy and time on their core business.
Corporate Express helps organisations to save time and maximise their productivity.

Headquartered in the Netherlands, Corporate Express NV generated 2006 annual sales of
EUR 6.3 billion. The Company has a widespread global distribution network spanning
Europe, North America and Australia, has close to 19,000 employees, and operations in
20 countries. Corporate Express is listed on Euronext Amsterdam (Euronext: CXP) and in
New York (NYSE: CXP). For more information, please visit www.corporateexpress.co.uk.

Carbon dioxide equivalent, CO.e, is an internationally accepted measure that expresses
the amount of global warming of greenhouse gases in terms of the amount of carbon
dioxide (CO,) that would have the same global warming potential.




